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Socio-Economic Benefits of Agbiotech…
These two aspects have the war-cry of developmental activists against GM crops.
They are not convinced that this modern techno-fix will solve long-standing problems of poverty and food security.
GM crops are supposed to be like a square peg in a round hole.
Does not fit and does not match the needs of the developing world and its farmers



Modern technologies are too expensive
Difficult to manage on farms (stewardship).
Uneducated and illiterate subsistence farmers simply cannot handle it.
Great degree of agricultural deskilling takes place.
Displaces “cultural” mores!!!
Economically not beneficial.



Cannot save seeds and reuse
No farmers rights, only privileges (UPOV) and IPR.
Poor farmers cannot deal with huge MNCs.
Ag-extension services are poor to non-existent.
No crop insurance.
No redressal of liability.



Control and domination of technology by a handful of MNCs.
Environmental liability – polluter pays
Public health liability.
Displacement of age labor.
Economic viability of agbiotech.
Farmer’s “suicides” in India.
Durability and sustainability of technology.



Economic and Social Council of the United Nations (ECOSOC) – “promoting the development and application of new and emerging , most notably biotechnology and information technology, will reduce the cost and increase the likelihood of attaining the internationally agreed Millennium Development goals.”



CGIAR – “realization of ultimate social, environmental or economic benefits”.
Should have impacts spread over generations.
Agronomic
Socio-economic – workload, family income, health benefits,  gaining additional time and lifetime equity.
Economic – internal rate of return and distribution of gains through the supply chain



International scope of economic benefits – international price of products, distribution of benefits across regions and globally, distribution of benefits across communities and societal layers.
Sustainable livelihoods
Technology access



Compare a range of poverty alleviation approaches and food insecurity problems,
Ex-ante and Post-ante analysis of different approaches at all levels of the supply chain.
Long term empirical studies are required.
Public participation in biosafety regulatory decision making to include socio-economic impact analysis



The ultimate questions:

1. Does modern biotechnology help the poor?
2. Should Socio-Economic Impact Assessment be a Part of Regulatory Decision Making Process?



